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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 7966 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, IT 

SUBJECT: VIOLENT WEEKEND IN ITALIAN CITIES 
REF: A) ROME 7881; B) 7550 

SUMMARY: VIOLENT ENCOUNTERS BETWEEN POLICE AND EXTREMIST 
STUDENTS TOOK PLACE IN ROME, MILAN, AND NAPLES ON MAY 
13 AND 14 AS LESS SERIOUS INCIDENTS OCCURRED IN TURIN, 

BOLOGNA, PALERMO, BRESCIA, & BOLZANO. IN ROME A TRAFFIC 
POLICEMAN RECEIVED SERIOUS GUNSHOT WOUNDS WHEN HE STOPPED 
A LEFT WING TERRORIST FOR A TRAFFIC VIOLATION, WHILE 
IN MILAN A POLICEMAN WAS FATALLY WOUNDED IN THE COURSE 
OF A DEMONSTRATION ON MAY 14. EXTRA-PARLIAMENTARY LEFTIST 
GROUPS STILL PLAN TO CHALLENGE THE GOVERNMENT’S BAN ON 
DEMONSTRATIONS IN ROME WITH A MASS RALLY SCHEDULED FOR 
MAY 19. THE HARD LINE TAKEN BY INTERIOR MINISTER COSSIGA 
IN CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES ON MAY 13 (SEE REF A) WAS RE- 
FLECTED IN PROPOSALS APPROVED BY THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 
THE SAME DAY AND ECHOED BY PRIME MINISTER ANDREOTTI 
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IN AN UNUSUALLY STRONGLY WORDED ADDRESS TO DC YOUTH 
AT BERGAMO ON MAY 15. ALL PARTIES OF THE "CONSTITUTIONAL 
ARC", WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE RADICALS, APPEAR PREPARED 
TO BACK GOVERNMENT EFFORTS TO RE-ESTABLISH PUBLIC 
ORDER. END SUMMARY. 

1 . VIOLENT, LARGE-SCALE ENCOUNTERS BETWEEN POLICE AND 
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STUDENT DEMONSTRATORS OCCURRED IN MILAN, NAPLES, AND 
ROME ON MAY 13 AND 14 WITH THE HEAVIEST CLASHES ON 
THE LATTER DATE. THE OSTENSIBLE PURPOSE OF THE MARCHES WAS 
TO PROTEST POLICE ACTIONS DURING MAY 12 INCIDENTS 
IN ROME WHICH RESULTED IN THE DEATH OF A YOUNG WOMAN 
(SEE REF A) BUT IN MOST CASES GROUPS OF DEMONSTRATORS 
SOUGHT OUT CONFRONTATIONS WITH THE POLICE. THE MOST 
SERIOUS INCIDENTS OCCURRED IN MILAN WHERE A POLICEMAN 
WAS MORTALLY WOUNDED BY GUNFIRE DURING A CLASH WITH 
MARCHERS AND SEVERAL BUSINESSES WERE FIRE-BOMBED. 

IN ROME A TRAFFIC POLICEMAN WAS BADLY WOUNDED BY A 
"STUDENT" HE HAD STOPPED FOR A TRAFFIC VIOLATION. HIS 
ASSAILANT WAS CAPTURED AND IDENTIFIED BY POLICE AS A MEMBER 
OF THE NAP ( ARMED PROLETARIAN NUCLEI), A LEFT WING 
TERRORIST ORGANIZATION. LESS SERIOUS INCIDENTS, INCLUDING 
FIRE-BOMBINGS AND MINOR CONFRONTATIONS BETWEEN 
EXTREMISTS AND THE FORCES OF ORDER, OCCURRED IN TURIN, 

BOLOGNA, PALERMO, BRESCIA, AND BOLZANO. FOR ROME 
THE WORST MAY BE YET TO COME AS EXTREME LEFT EXTRA- 
PARLIAMENTARY GROUPS HAVE ANNOUNCED THEIR INTENTION 
TO GO AHEAD WITH PLANS FOR A MAY 19 RALLY AND MARCH 
BY SUPPORTERS FROM ALL PARTS OF ITALY IN VIOLATION 
OF THE GOVERNMENT'S FORTY-DAY BAN ON DEMONSTRATIONS IN 
THE CAPITAL. 

2. AFTER A TOUGH SPEECH IN THE CHAMBER OF INTERIOR 
MINISTER COSSIGA ON MAY 13, THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 
APPROVED FURTHER LAW-AND-ORDER PROPOSALS. INCREASED 
JAIL SENTENCES, INCLUDING LIFE IMPRISONMENT, 
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FOR ATTACKS ON LEGISLATIVE, GOVERNMENT, JUDICIAL, OR 
PENITENTIARY OFFICIALS AND UP TO THREE YEARS FOR 
THREATS OR VIOLENCE AGAINST LAWYERS WERE ANNOUNCED. 

SEVERE PENALTIES WERE ALSO ANNOUNCED FOR PERSONS 
AIDING KIDNAP ATTEMPTS OR RANSOM COLLECTIONS AND FOR 
THOSE WHO USE RADIO EQUIPMENT TO UPSET POLICE COMMUNICATIONS. 
IN ADDITION, THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS GAVE FORMAL 
APPROVAL TO A NUMBER OF PROPOSALS PUT FORWARD EARLIER 
BY JUSTICE MINISTER BONIFACIO (SEE REF B), INCLUDING 
MEASURES TO IMPROVE PRISON SECURITY AND INCREASE THE 
GUARD FORCE AND DRAFT LAW DESIGNED TO SPEED THE 
HEARING OF CRIMINAL CASES IN THE COURTS. MORE 
CONROVERSIAL MEASURES, SUCH AS PREVENTIVE DETENTION 
AND THE STRENGTHENING OF INTERNAL INTELLIGENCE 
ORGANIZATIONS, ARE PRESENTLY BEING DISCUSSED IN THE 
INTER-PARTY CONSULTATIONS. IN A SPEECH TO THE DC 
YOUTH CONGRESS IN BERGAMO PRIME MINISTER ANDREOTTI 
UNDERLINED HIS GOVERNMENT'S DETERMINATION TO TAKE A 
HARD LINE AGAINST VIOLENCE AND LAWLESSNESS. SPEAKING 
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IN UNCHARACTERISTICALLY STRONG TERMS, ANDREOTTI CALLED 
ON ALL DEMOCRATIC PARTIES TO SUPPORT EFFORTS TO BRING THE 
COUNTRY BACK TO NORMALCY. 

3. WHILE RESERVATIONS WERE EXPRESSED, BY THE PSI IN 
PARTICULAR, ABOUT THE GOVERNMENT'S INSISTANCE ON MAIN- 
TAINING THE BAN ON DEMONSTRATIONS IN ROME, 

THE ABSTAINING PARTIES APPEAR PREPARED TO BACK THE 
ADMINISTRATION ON STRONG LAW-AND-ORDER MEASURES. 

PCI DAILY L'UNITA CALLED FOR PUBLIC UNITY IN THE FACE 
OF THE VIOLENCE AND STRONGLY CONDEMNED THE RADICAL 
PARTY FOR FAVORING "PROVOCATIONS AND VIOLENCE". THE 
RADICALS AND THE PDUP ARE NOW THE ONLY GROUPS IN 
PARLIAMENT SERIOUSLY CRITICIZING THE GOVERNMENT'S HARD 
LINE ON PUBLIC ORDER. 

4. COMMENT: WHILE IT APPEARS THAT THE ABSTAINING 
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PARTIES HAVE GIVEN THE GOVERNMENT A FREE HAND TO 
RESTORE PUBLIC ORDER, THE PROOF WILL COME ONLY WHEN HARD 
LEASURES ARE PUT TO A VOTE IN PARLIAMENT. MEANWHILE, 

IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE FIRST TEST OF THE ADMINISTRATION'S 
DETERMINATION WILL COME ON MAY 19, WHEN THE LEFTWING 
EXTRA-PARLIAMENTARIANS PLAN TO MARCH ON ROME. IN 
THE PRESENT TENSE SITUATION A GREAT DEAL IN TERMS OF 
PUBLIC CONFIDENCE IN THE ANDREOTTI GOVERNMENT COULD 
RIDE ON SUCH A TEST OF WILL AND OF STREN GTH . GARDNER 
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